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Southeast timberlands exchange in the works
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
An agreement is currently
being worked out between the
Alaska Mental Health Trust
(AMHT) and the United States
Forest Service (USFS) that
could see the transfer of
between 18,000 and 20,900
acres of state and federal lands.
“I've been working on this
personally for seven years,” said
Paul Slenkamp, resource manager for the AMHT Land Office.
He is currently working with
Forrest Cole, USFS forest supervisor for the Tongass National
Forest.
“We've been moving through
this administrative exchange
over the last couple of years,”
Slenkamp explained.
At the moment, the two parties are engaged in a lengthy feasibility study, making sure the
exchange is value-for-value and
would be in the best interests of
the public, fitting in to the two
agencies' mission goals.
For
AMHT,
Slenkamp
explained, this means maximizing funds for the Trust through
primarily timber and minerals
development.
For USFS, the exchanged
lands would become integrated
into its Tongass National Forest
system, with parcels taking on
the usage attributes of adjacent
parklands.
AMHT Authority is a public
corporation set up to assist the
state in funding its mental health
program. In particular, it manages a fund benefitting Alaskans
with mental illness, development disabilities, chronic alcoholism, Alzheimer's and dementia.
The AMHT was founded by
Congress in 1956, giving the
then-territory of Alaska a million acres of federal land to use
for revenue generation that
would support mental health
services there. Assets include
timber, coal, oil, gas and minerals which are managed by the
Trust Land Office, a unit within
the Department of Natural
Resources.
Since its establishment the
Trust's resource development
has brought $55 million to the
fund.
The Trust lands to be
exchanged are largely oldgrowth forest, found around
seven Southeast communities.
On the island of Wrangell, four
sections
along
Zimovia
Highway would be turned over
to the United States Forestry
Service, about 1,104 acres in all.
The parcels around Wrangell
include 330 acres of the upland
strips of forest adjacent to USFS

lands running parallel to
Zimovia Highway between
Heritage and Shoemaker harbors, 63 acres of land near
Shoemaker and 711 acres
around Pats Lake and Creek.
Other communities included
in the exchange would be
Petersburg, Ketchikan, Meyers
Chuck, Juneau and Sitka.
Tentatively, the Trust is looking
at relinquishing a total of 18,066
acres in exchange for 20,920
acres of federal lands around
Shelter Cove, Naukati, Hollis
and Gravina/Niblack.
Areas in North and West
Naukati and Gravina/Niblack
would have also been special
interest areas set aside for the
now-defunct Tongass Futures
Roundtable.
Slenkamp hopes to have an
agreement reached before the
coming spring to initiate the
exchange. After acreages and
details are agreed upon, the plan
would then move into an
appraisal process set forth in
federal land exchange statutes.
“There's a long list of criteria,” he explained. For example,
there must be no lingering contaminants or undue encumbrances to managing the lands
being exchanged. A full
appraisal of the lands and
resources will be conducted,
including surveying. In addition,
the evaluation requires consultation with a federal appraiser and
must comply with terms of the
National
Environmental
Protection Act.
“It's a very formal process,”
said Slenkamp. It's also a
lengthy one, expected to take an
additional two years before any
land is conveyed. Public input
on the exchange would also be
gathered during the process.
“It's an interesting project,”
he noted, one he expects will
bring benefits to the Forest
Service and its users, to beneficiaries of the Trust, and to the
region's industrial capabilities.

SUBMITTED ILLUSTRATION

This map of Wrangell shows the Alaska Mental Health Trust parcels being considered for exchange
in an upcoming land swap with the United States Forest Service. The 1,104 acres being considered
in Wrangell are a part of the broader 38,900-acre proposal between the two agencies that will affect
Southeast.

Assembly, community weigh in on Big Thorne support
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
Residents came to express their opinions
before the the Wrangell City and Borough
Assembly regarding its decision last week to
look into supporting the United States Forest
Service (USFS) in a trio of impending lawsuits seeking to halt the Big Thorne timber
sale.
The meeting was held at noon Friday in
the Assembly Chambers. All members were
present despite the short notice, though
Stephen Prysunka participated via telecommunication.
At the Oct. 14 meeting, the Assembly had

looked favorably at acting as an intervenor in
the dispute, which would cost $5,000 to join
other parties taking that course. Members
tasked the Borough Manager with exploring
the option.
Among the community members opposing this was Stephen Todd, who spoke on his
own behalf as a resident of Wrangell for the
past 15 years. He had previously sent a letter
to the Assembly stating his opinion that he
considered the idea to be a misguided use of
public money.
“This money is not a seat at the table; it's
an attorney fee,” said Todd. He further noted
the fee would go to Juneau attorney Jim

Clark, one of the lawyers who had first contacted the Borough asking for its support in
the suits.
In 2008 Clark had admitted to defrauding
citizens of his honest services by neglecting
to report to state election regulators $68,550
in campaign fees he had solicited from oil
firm VECO. At the time he had been chief of
staff to Alaska's former governor Frank
Murkowski.
The charges were later dropped by prosecutors after the U.S. Supreme Court found
the law Clark was being charged under to be
unconstitutionally vague.
Continued on page 11
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The Way We Were

Wrangell Roundup: Special Events

In the Sentinel 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago.
October 29, 1914: It is with a feeling of regret that we make the
announcement this week of the retirement of Dr. L.P. Dawes from
the medical field of Wrangell, Dr. Dawes having decided to move
to Juneau to take up the practice of his profession in that city. Dr.
Dawes has been in practice in Wrangell for about five years and had
built up his practice to the full extent and his move to Juneau is for
the reason of a larger and wider practice offered in the Capitol City.
During his stay in Wrangell Dr. Dawes has made many lifelong
friends, all of whom will feel the loss when Dr. Dawes leaves. Dr.
Dawes expects to leave us all in the course of a week and after getting located there will leave for an extended trip to the East.
October 27, 1939: Sale of the Wrangell Sentinel was announced
this week by Mrs. Sarah E. Pritchett, owner and publisher, to Lew
M. Williams of Juneau. The Sentinel has the distinction of being the
oldest paper now published in the Territory. It was founded by
A.V.R. Snyder, who moved his equipment here from Oregon and
under the name of the Alaska Sentinel published Volume One,
Number One on November 20, 1901. The paper changed ownership
five times in its first fifteen years but for the past 23 years, with the
exception of a six month's period, has had a Pritchett publisher. Mr.
Williams, the new publisher, spent ten years as an editor and political editor of the Baker papers, Tacoma Ledger and Tribune and
three years as the city editor of the Spokane Chronical. He owned
and edited the Hermiston Herald and Tillamook Headlight, Oregon
weeklies, and for four years was a Juneau Empire assistant editor.
October 30, 1964: Coach Richard McCormick called his basketball squad for its first practice of the year last Wednesday. Six lettermen were present for the initial workout. These include seniors
Kip Larson, Howie Fennimore, Randy Barlow, Jamie Lemley and
John Ellis; and a junior, David Cabot. Coach McCormick is
presently working these six boys with six from last year's Junior
Varsity squad, which is being handled by Bernard Canty and
includes some 20 boys. Last week the student body selected their
cheerleaders for the present school year. Some ten or twelve girls
had spent considerable time and practice. All had an opportunity to
try out in front of the student body after which elections were held
and the following girls selected: Patsy Martin, Andrea Barlow,
Lorretta Stokes and Luanna Young. Linda Schmitt was chosen as
an alternate.
October 26, 1989: Members of Wrangell Search and Rescue will
be going door to door beginning about noon Sunday to raise money
for the volunteer organization. The group lends a helping hand to
people in distress and now it needs a helping hand from
Wrangellites, according to spokesman Tim Buness. Search and
Rescue needs funds for its operating expenses and to buy a $6,000
pump to fight marine fires, Buness said. The group receives no government funds for its work. The only government money it has
received was a $10,000 state grant for communication equipment,
Buness said. Since Jan. 1 Search and Rescue has had 33 runs. The
runs have included assisting with medivacs, diving for missing people, aiding state troopers and rescuing boaters who have run out of
gas or whose boats have broken down. According to Buness, Search
and Rescue this year has assisted 45 people, and one whale entangled in cable. All of the work costs money, for fuel, chartering airplanes, maintaining equipment and buying equipment. According to
Buness, ongoing and operating expenses amount to about $5,000$8,000 a year. Members of Search and Rescue donate their time and
equipment to aid others, and Buness said he hopes Wrangellites can
help the organization this Sunday when members knock on doors.

Thursday, October 30
Storytime: 10 a.m. Public Library. Time to go to sea. Join us for stories, crafts and snacks.
Friday, October 31
Early Trick or Treating: 3 p.m. Downtown. Businesses around town will be handing out candy early.
Harvest Celebration: 5:30 p.m. Old Gym. Games, Food and Prizes. Fun for the whole family. All ages welcome.
Haunted House: 8 p.m. 232 Cassiar St. Park at the Library and follow the signs. Not for the faint of heart,
ages 13 and up, presented by the Garnet Grit Betties.
Saturday, November 1
Zumba: 10:15 a.m. Old Gym. Open to all, 13 years of age and older. Come check out a class and see why
Zumba is called “Exercise in disguise.”
Haunted House: 8 p.m. 232 Cassiar St. Park at the Library and follow the signs. Not for the faint of heart,
ages 13 and up, presented by the Garnet Grit Betties.
Monday, November 3
Yoga: 6 p.m. Elementary School. Ages from teens to adults. Mats are limited, so please bring your own if
you have one. Be prepared to experience You.
Tuesday, November 4
Veterans Office Visit: 11 a.m. American Legion. Lisa will be available to answer your questions about VA
Entitlements and provide assistance filling the application forms. Contact info: Lisa Robinson 907-254-4801.
Wednesday, November 5
Zumba: 5:30 p.m. Old Gym. Open to all, 13 years of age and older. Come check out a class and see why
Zumba is called “Exercise in disguise.”
Thursday, November 6
Storytime: 10 a.m. Public Library. Time for zoo animals. Join us for stories, crafts and snacks.
Saturday, November 8
Harbor Light Christmas Bazaar: 10 a.m. Nolan Center. Many vendors and holiday items.
Zumba: 10:15 a.m. Old Gym. Open to all, 13 years of age and older. Come check out a class and see why
Zumba is called “Exercise in disguise.”
Green Dot Bystander Event: 2 p.m. Harbor Light Assembly of God. Dinner, sweatshirts and lots of fun.
Is the attendance at your meeting or event low? Call Rachel at the Sentinel to have it placed here.

Continuing Events
PARKS & REC ACTIVITIES: Lap Swim: M, W, F 6:00-7:30 a.m. & 5:00-6:00 p.m., M-F 11:30 a.m.1:00 p.m., S 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; Arthritis Foundation Exercise Class: at the Pool: M, W, F, 9:00-10:00
a.m.; Water Aerobics: M, W, F 10:00-11:00 a.m.; Family Swim: F 6:00-7:00 p.m.; General Swim: M &
W 6:00-7:00 p.m., F 7:00-8:00 p.m., S 1:00-2:00 p.m.; Weight Room: M-TH 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-7:30
p.m., F 6:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m., 3:30-8:30 p.m., S 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Extra 2 Lane Lap Swim: M-F 10:0011:00 a.m.
OTHER MEETINGS/ACTIVITIES/EVENTS:
AA Meetings: Step Study, Mon 8 p.m., Toss Off Th. 8 p.m., Smoked Fish F 8 p.m., at the Episcopal Church
Parish Hall, Study Materials provided. Wed. Meeting & Meal 12 p.m. at the Catholic Parish Hall, use back
entrance. Closed Meeting Tuesday 2 p.m. Public Library, Back Conference Room- Call 470-4490 for more
info.
NA Meeting: Tuesday, 8 p.m. at the Episcopal Church Parish Hall
Bridge Social: F, 1 p.m. at the Island of Faith Lutheran Church 874-3440, 874-3507.
Salvation Army Activities: Home League Tue 6:30 p.m. 874-3753.

Birthdays & Anniversaries
The Sentinel extends its best wishes to the persons listed on the Wrangell Chamber of Commerce Community
Scholarship Birthday Calendar.
October 30: Kurt Newcomb, Michael Christian, Keith Shilts, Sr., Eric Dilg, Anniversary: Mark and Nola
Walker, October 31: River Guggenbickler, Anniversary: Mick and Celly Young, Steve and Karin Nesbitt,
November 1: Karen Morse, Matthew Weber, Amos Comstock, John Buness, Karri Buness, Scott Fennimore, Debi
Prunella, November 2: Ian Nelson, Haig Demerjian, Kristen Stutz, Jackson Powers, Kyna DeBoer, Anniversary:
Mike and Ida Howell, Don and Dana Van Slyke, November 3: Kitty Angerman, November 4: Shelby Smith, Ethel
Lund, Anny Newport, Claire Rooney, Ayla Harris, Edith Grover, Deano Barker, Jessica Byrd, Anniversary: Jeff and
Pam Wiederspohn, November 5: Glenda Gillen, Kaylauna Churchill, Jimmy Baggen, November 6: Betsy Golding
If you would like to add a birthday or anniversary at no charge please call the Sentinel at 874-2301.

Senior Center Menu

Wrangell
Weather
Date _
October 19
October 20
October 21
October 22
October 23
October 24
October 25

_ Hi
55
50
53
50
48
48
48

Friday, October 31: Chicken rice casserole, mixed veggies,
pea onion salad
Monday, November 3: 1/2 Tuna sandwich, cream of
mushroom soup, apple and cabbage slaw
Tuesday, November 4: Swedish meatballs with gravy, pasta,
broccoli, tossed salad
Wednesday, November 5: Baked ham, sweet potatoes,
sukiyaki salad, hot roll
Thursday, November 6: Chicken california, rice, peas, texas
coleslaw
Friday, November 7: Halibut Caddy-Ganty, rice pilaf,
brussels sprouts, honey orange salad
Please call Wrangell Senior Center
at 874-2066 by 10 a.m. for reservations.
Milk, tea and coffee will be served with meals.

Lo
46
42
46
42
42
42
39

The precipitation totals are
unavailable to the
Sentinel at this time.

Departures

October 30 - November 6

T
I
D
E
S

High Tides
AM
October 30
October 31
November 1
November 2
November 3
November 4
November 5
November 6

Low Tides

PM

AM

PM

Time

Ft

Time

Ft

Time

Ft

Time

Ft

6:25
7:38
8:50
8:52
9:44
10:31
11:15
11:56

13.6
13.7
14.4
15.6
16.8
18.0
18.9
19.3

6:10
7:33
8:57
9:11
10:12
11:06
11:54
------

14.5
13.8
14.0
14.7
15.6
16.4
16.9
------

11:58
0:42
1:57
2:08
3:09
4:02
4:50
5:34

4.8
1.4
1.7
1.7
1.4
1.0
0.8
0.9

-----1:22
2:45
2:55
3:52
4:42
5:28
6:11

-----4.7
3.7
2.2
0.5
-1.0
-2.1
-2.8

F
E
R
R
Y

Northbound

Southbound

Saturday, November 1
Taku 2:30 a.m.
Sunday, November 2
Malaspina 3:45 p.m.
Tuesday, November 4
Taku 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, November 8
Taku 2:15 a.m.
Sunday, November 9
Malaspina 9:15 p.m.

Friday, October 31
Taku 11:45 a.m.
Monday, November 3
Taku 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 5
Malaspina 4:30 a.m.
Friday, November 7
Taku 1:30 a.m.
Monday, November 10
Taku 9:45 a.m.

Arrival times may vary. Call 874-2021 for verification
or call 874-3711 for recorded information.
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Changes recommended to Stikine River fishery
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
Some changes to the federally-administered subsistence
fisheries were recommended by
the
Southeast
Alaska
Subsistence Regional Advisory
Council (RAC) at its three day
meeting at Wrangell's Nolan
Center last week.
Alaska Department of Fish
and Game biologist Robert
Larson explained the meeting's
agenda featured an uncommon
mix of proposals from the state
boards of Game and Fisheries,
since the regulatory cycles of
both synchronized with each
other this year.
“It doesn't happen very
often,” he noted.

Of particular concern for
Wrangell's subsistence fishers
were proposed changes to
usage of the Stikine River.
The suggested changes were
aimed at improving accountability and ensuring good use
by encouraging responsible
fishing practices, but Eagle
explained the advisory committee's decision was not unanimously reached by any means.
This included closures of
nighttime fishing, “closely
monitored” nets and a recommended change in cap from 600
to 2,000 fish.
“This proposal was developed over the course of a little
over a year,” explained
Brennon Eagle, speaking for

the Wrangell Fish and Game
Advisory Committee.
Seals were part of the concern for nighttime closures, but
Eagle said the other hope was
that it would open up opportunities for short-term fishermen
to have a try at better positions
on the river.
“People with more time tend
to monopolize good spots,” he
mentioned. He said the net
rules would also address
enforcement issues by having
people near their nets, able to
remove fish as they're caught
and also deal properly with
seals.
“We've adopted a very loose
definition of 'closely attended,'”
he said. The regulation change
he said would also allow ADFG
to seize abandoned or lost nets.
Arnold Enge was chairman of
the Petersburg Subsistence
Advisory Council when the
proposal was drafted, and he
told RAC it largely agreed with
the conclusions Wrangell's had
arrived at.
The major difference was the
closely-attended nets; he said
Petersburg instead preferred a
two-hour rule.
“It's kind of rare for Wrangell
and Petersburg to be in agreement on something,” Eagle
joked.
Several local subsistence
fishermen appeared to present
testimony to RAC.
Kim Covalt, a longtime fish-

erman, was opposed to staying
with the net the whole time.
Brenda Schwartz-Yeager also
came forward, explaining subsistence usage provides food
for her family.
“It's also an important fishery
for me because it's part of a
lifestyle,” she added.
She was on the one hand
opposed to a ban on nighttime
hours, but was also supportive
of tighter documentation. But
having to closely tend nets on
the river she felt would create a
hardship because of strenuous
conditions posed by the wind
and current.
From what she's seen,
Schwartz-Yeager said people
usually remain near their nets,
typically leaving only at intervals to smoke or prepare the
fish they've caught.
After discussing the recommendations and comments,
RAC members decided to
forego mandating nighttime
restrictions and, instead of
“closely monitored,” opted for
requiring nets to be checked on
twice a day. They also recommended striking the cap on
sockeye entirely, to more closely reflect actual usage of the
fishery.
Meeting twice annually, the
RAC passes its recommendations along to the Federal
Subsistence Board (FSB), a
decision-making body overseeing the Federal Subsistence

Management Program, which
will consider the recommended
changes when it meets in
January.
That board is made up of the
regional directors of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service,
National Park Service, bureaus
of Indian Affairs and Land
Management, U.S. Forest
Service, and three public members appointed by the secretaries
of
Interior
and
Agriculture. All authority to
manage fish and wildlife for
subsistence uses on Federal
public lands and waters in
Alaska are delegated to the
FSB.
At its meeting, the RAC also
decided to support measures
defining a fishing hook as being
with or without barb, restricting
use of seines and gillnets in the
Klawock River due to conservation concerns and closing
Makhani Island to non-subsistence herring fishing.
Items it opposed included
allowing use of a bow and
arrow to fish because it is not
considered traditional. It also
opposed making the recording
of steelhead harvests mandatory on Prince of Wales and
Kosciusko islands, considering
it instead sufficient to make that
part of the permitting conditions.
The council's next meeting is
tentatively set for mid-March in
Yakutat.

Police report
Monday, October 20
Stalking order served.
Dog impounded.
Tuesday, October 21
Police arrested and released
Christinah Carol Jamieson, 53,
on a charge of Driving Under
Influence.
Nathan N. Bliss, 36, was
arrested on charges of Assault in
the
4th
Degree–Domestic
Violence.
Wednesday, October 22

911 – Misdialed.
Report of Motor Vehicle
Accident.
Report of Missing Dog.
People came in and reported
receiving calls and being
harassed.
Agency Assist – Fire
Department.
Citizen Assist – Individual
locked out of home.
Parking Complaint.
Agency Assist – Fire department dispatched.

Saturday, October 25
911 – Received several calls.
No one there.
Citizen Assist – Person
reported phones not working out
the road. Message left for
AP&T.
Citizen Assist – Hospital
notified of someone coming in
with an injury.
Officer responded to a report
of a someone possibly Driving
Under Influence. Police were
unable to locate suspect.

Thursday, October 23
Missing Dog.

Sunday, October 26
Found Property.

Friday, October 24
Report of Harassment.
Agency Assist by Alaska
State Trooper – Report of dead
deer.
Harassing phone call reported.
Civil Issue – Caller reported
person would not return their
dog. Officer responded.
Civil Issue – Person reported
someone removed an item from
their residence. Office spoke
with both parties.

There was one dog complaint
and one ambulance call during
this week.
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Obituary
Daniel Edward Hines, 47
Daniel Edward Hines, 47,
passed away in Juneau, Alaska
on October 11, 2014 after a 10
month battle with brain cancer.
Born on December 22, 1966
in Ketchikan, Alaska, he grew
up there graduating from
Ketchikan High School in 1985.
He moved to Juneau in 1989
and worked for Aero Services.
Shortly after that he began
what became a 19 year career
with the City and Borough of
Juneau Water Utility earning
Statewide Operator of the Year
Award in 2001-2002. Appointed
to the Governor’s Water and
Wastewater Utility Board by
Sarah Palin in 2006, he was
reappointed twice by Gov. Sean
Parnell. He was currently
employed by AEL&P as a
remote communications technician where he worked until his
death.

Daniel Edward Hines

He had a passion for the
Alaskan life and a sweet smile.
A loyal friend to the end, he
loved music, history, and the
outdoors. He took every opportunity to fish, hunt and explore
the islands of SE Alaska. He
was a dedicated husband and
shared these loves with his

family.
He was preceded in death by
his father, William Earl Hines
and cousin Shawn Sande.
He is survived by his wife
Seanna O’Sullivan Hines;
daughters Mia Margaret Hines,
Tatum Aileen Hines and Lola
Ann Hines of Juneau; his mother Wendy Jo Tully (Jon) of
Ketchikan; brother Tim Hines
(Kelle) of Ketchikan; sisters
Pamela (Kurtis) Hines Klose
of Ketchikan and Leslie (Alan)
Hines Cummings of Wrangell;
aunts and uncles Kay and Rich
Andrew, Roy Hines, Jan Sande,
Jeanne Sande; cousins Trevor
Sande, Debbie Merle, Doug
Andrew, Tricia Schreck, Shelly
Hines and Lori Hines; and many
nieces and nephews.
A service was held on
Saturday, October 18 at Chapel
by the Lake in Juneau.

UAF gets $24 million for rural students
FAIRBANKS (AP) — The
University of Alaska Fairbanks
has landed a $23.8 million federal grant to attract rural
Alaskans to careers in biomedical research.
The five-year award from the
National Institutes of Health
will fund the program, which
will be established at UAF and
nine rural Alaska campuses. The
effort is part of a nationwide
$240 million NIH program to
boost diversity in biomedical
fields.
Specific details are still being
developed for the program,
which will include partnerships
with Ilisagvik College in
Barrow and smaller University
of Alaska campuses in Southeast
Alaska, Western Alaska and the
Aleutians.
The goal is to attract a broader range of students to biomedical careers, including fields of
human, animal and environmental health. Biomedicine careers
include jobs such as lab technician, public health worker and
researcher.
Diversity efforts in biomedicine have lagged behind other
occupations, said Barbara
Taylor, an associate professor of
neurobiology at UAF. Taylor
and two other UAF researchers
— veterinary microbiology
associate professor Karsten
Hueffer and Department of
Veterinary Medicine associate
dean Arleigh Reynolds — will
lead the project.
“Our aim is to open the gateway so that rural students will

have the opportunity to participate in biomedical sciences,”
Taylor said.
Taylor said UAF is already a
leader in biomedical research,
including NIH-funded programs
on infectious diseases and
Alaska Native health. The grant
funding will establish new
approaches to attract more
diverse students to biomedicine,
including new models for training
and
mentoring.
Scholarships,
workshops,
seminars and funding to
improve biomedical facilities at

partner institutions also will be
included.
The program will be developed in communities with significant Alaska Native populations, but it will serve anyone at
those campuses, Taylor said.
It's the second large NIH grant
that UAF has received in recent
months. In August, an $18.8 million grant renewal was approved
for the Center for Alaska Native
Health Research and the
Institutional
Development
Award Network of Biomedical
Research Excellence.

Ladies of American
Legion Auxiliary raise
money for cancer care
Ladies from Unit 6 of the American Legion Auxiliary
donated $500 to staff representing Wrangell Medical
Center's Cancer Care Fund, raising the money previously as
part of Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The fund provides
travel and lodging money for cancer patients in Southeast as
they seek treatment. Auxiliary members Donna McKay,
Zona Gregg and Juanita Courson presented the checks
Friday morning to Jane Bliss, Cathy Gross, Kris Reed and
Ann Kramer of WMC.
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Wolves programs all over the place
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
It was a busy weekend for
Wrangell Public Schools'
autumn extracurricular programs, with the wrestling, volleyball, and humanities teams
traveling to meets all over the
Southeast.
The high school's Drama,
Debate and Forensics competed
in Haines Friday and Saturday.
“It went really well,” said
Sydney Reed, the program's
director.
Two groups progressed to the
final round in the “Reader's
Theater” and pantomime categories. Joseph Hommel, Amos
Comstock, and Devin Till took
sixth in the theater, and Tabitha
Hommel and Karl Torgramsen
took sixth in the panto.
Despite tough topics, Reed
noted her students did very well
in
the
“Extemporaneous
Commentary” portion of the
meet. In that, three topics were
pulled from an envelope, with
the team choosing one to deliver a speech on after only threeto-five minutes' preparation.
“The topics were ridiculously difficult,” said Reed, including rules and regulations of
Alcatraz Prison and 12 requisites for survival.
“It's impressive as to what
kids can come up with in such a
short amount of time,” she said.

“We got a lot of great feedback.”
Reed said the team is looking
forward to its next meet, which
will be hosted here in Wrangell
on Nov. 14-15.
The Wolves volleyball team
travelled to the All-Comers in
Sitka this weekend, playing at
Mt. Edgecumbe on Friday and
Sitka High School Saturday.
“We were able to get a look
at a lot of teams we don't usually get to see,” said the team's
coach, Jessica Whitaker. Twelve
varsity girls and most of the
underclassmen were able to
make the trip, and the varsity
team seeded first in the silver
bracket.
The team split with Klawock
and contested closely with
Petersburg. “That one was a
pretty close match,” Whitaker
commented. Mostly, she said
the girls got a lot of good playing time in, showing improvement along the way.
“Overall, it was a good
growing weekend,” she said.
“They were able to improve
quite a bit of their serving percentages,” in addition to
improving the accuracy of their
shots.
Whitaker's team has been
improving defensively as well,
keeping closer guard of the net.
“They're getting better controlling their passes,” she

PHOTO BY DAN RUDY

Tech revitalizing native languages
Steven Nelson demonstrates how technology was used to revitalize the Eyak language in
Alaska at an Alaska School Board Association-sponsored workshop the evenings of Oct. 2122. Around 20 Wrangellites attended the first night of the presentation delivered by Nelson
and Cheryl Bobo, and 15 attended the second evening. The two also met with a number of
local school faculty members during the day to help them begin improving how technology
is used in the classroom and with other projects. Wrangell's Chamber of Commerce was also
on board with the workshops, which were a first for the school-based program. Bobo
explained that kids are the real technological experts and introduced an idea to link them
up with local businesses to help develop more effective electronic marketing plans.

added.
The team will have time to
rest up before the tournament in
Tok on Nov. 7-8.
The Wolves wrestling team
was in Juneau last weekend,
taking second overall despite
the team's size. Putting things in
perspective, Wrangell sported
ten wrestlers compared to
Ketchikan's 25 and Mount
Edgecumbe's 57.
“We
were
sandwiched
between those two,” explained

Jack Carney, Wrangell Public
School's activities director. The
team scored 194 points, just
behind Ketchikan's 207.
“I was really happy with how
they did.”
Jeffery Rooney Jr. and Caleb
Groshong each placed first for
their weight classes, and Chet
Armstrong, Justus Mikkelsen
and JD Barratt placed second.
Alissa Heller ended three of
her five matches in pins.
“She's someone I'm expect-

ing to do really well at State,”
said Carney.
The team took off early yesterday for the state-wide tournament at Anchorage Christian
Schools this weekend, which is
generally a big predictor for the
State Championship.
“Anybody who's anybody
goes to this tournament,”
Carney commented. With the
way the Wolves have been playing so far, he expects they will
do very well.
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Transboundary mining issue groups seeking support
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
Transboundary water issues
and mining projects being developed across the Canadian border
seem to gain prominence each
week as a topic in Wrangell, with
a sizable presentation on the issue
delivered to the public Tuesday
evening.
United Tribal Transboundary
Mining Work Group and Salmon
Beyond Borders have gotten
together with other interest
groups to present their shared
concern about the size and reputedly lax oversight of British
Columbia projects currently
being planned, with five mines in
particular posing a threat to the
salmon-abundant waters of the
Unuk, Taku and Stikine rivers.
Their presentation had activists
and experts alike flesh out the
various reasons mines like KerrSulferets-Mitchell, Galore Creek,
Schaft Creek, Red Chris and
Tulsequah Chief are cause for
concern to those living downstream of them.
Fisheries biologist Sarah
O'Neal and geophysicist Dave
Chambers explained some of the
science behind how these openpit, porphyritic-deposit mines
affect their surrounding environment and how that might pose
debilitating problems for the
wildlife.
Carrie Jones of the mining
work group described the role
Alaska Natives have played following the Transboundary
Mining Summit in Craig in
March, forming a broad coalition
of Southeast groups and reaching
out to First Nation counterparts in
Canada.
It's not necessarily an easy task.
Across the border, Trout
Unlimited's Jill Weitz said there's
a diversity of opinion among
Tahltan groups regarding the
mining developments. For many
Canadians in the province, these
projects promise to bring new
jobs and opportunities to their
communities as well.
Weitz wanted to make clear
that the campaign she is a part of
is not opposed to mining as a rule,

but that this is an issue of shared
resources. What the groups want
are better guarantees that the projects being pursued in Canada are
being developed in a responsible,
sustainable manner.
“The next step in this campaign is to bring more people in,”
she said, reaching across the border to Canadian counterparts.
“Because this is going to take a
lot of push.”
Weitz said Wrangell was the
third of five planned stops for the
presentation tour, heading to
Petersburg
yesterday
and
Ketchikan today.
We've had really good responses,” she said, as well as good
turnouts. At least fifty people
showed up to the Nolan Center
Tuesday evening to hear the presentation.
The ongoing issue has recently
cropped up elsewhere in
Wrangell. The Borough last
month issued a letter to Alaska's
senators and representative in
Congress, urging them to
approach the State Department
with its concerns.
Mining worries were also
brought forward to the Southeast
Alaska Subsistence Regional
Advisory Council meeting held in
Wrangell last week.
Chris Zimmer of Rivers
Without Borders presented the
council with an update on B.C.
Developments Wednesday morning.
He said the provincial government has been progressively
weakening its environmental regulations and oversight mechanisms over the past decade, pointing to the tailings breach at
Mount Polley Mine in August as
illustrating that point. Thirty-one
million cubic yards of water and
contaminated mine tailings were
released into the Fraser River
water system, impacting the local
trout and salmon spawning areas.
“It could have been prevented,
but certainly wasn't.”
What Zimmer's group and others have been recommending is
using Article IV of the Boundary
Waters Treaty of 1909 to initiate
an
International
Joint
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Lending a hand
Richard Oliver and Perry Butler of White Construction prepare to take their first load of
waste, collected as part of the WCA-IGAP Elder Property Cleanup project, to the landfill.
A $14,100 grant was secured to hire and equip local workers to remove large debris and
garbage from the properties of Wrangell's elders for disposal. Sixteen households were identified for assistance through the program, which will end next week.

Commission (IJC) to have both
countries review the issue.
Zimmer said a positive precedent has been set in Montana's
Flathead River region, where an
IJC in 1988 produced a report
leading to a reasonable curtailing
the development of an open-pit
coal mine upstream in Canada. A
commission still continues that
oversight process to this day.
“We look at this as a pretty
strong success.”

Zimmer reasoned the IJC is
likely the best vehicle for reaching a lasting compromise, but it
would by necessity have to
involve both countries' cooperation.
“Canada is so far balking at
that,” he said, reticent to go that
route again.
Weitz indicated that forming an
IJC for Southeast Alaska's shared
waters was a goal of the coalition.
“In that case we are making a

strong effort now to engage
Southeast Alaskans,” she said,
educating communities on the
issues at hand in order to build
support. So far, she has been
impressed by the variety of people taking an interest, not just
environmental or subsistence
groups, but also those representing industry, trades and tourism.
“It's been very wonderful to see
the variety of interests coming
together,” Weitz said.
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Borough to contemplate curbside recycling
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
The big, predominately green,
bear-stymying garbage receptacles ubiquitous to the island may
be soon partnered up with a blue
variety as Wrangell weighs the
benefits and costs of investing in a

curbside recycling program.
Members on the Borough's
Economic
Development
Committee were abuzz with the
idea at their Thursday night meeting following a public presentation for a solid waste recycling
management plan submitted by

consultants Richard Hertzberg
and Chris Bell the previous
evening.
The biggest hook is the potential savings such a program would
present the Borough, which currently pays for its solid waste disposal by Washington-based firm
Republic Services.
The shipping cost of garbage is
determined by volume and
weight. Under the present agreement, the company offers financial incentives to communities
that separate and bale recyclables
for handling, the value of which
returns as a credit to the community's waste management bill.
“The number that they gave us
actually made a lot of sense,” said
Daniel Blake, an Assembly member also serving on the committee.
He noted a potential downside
for the plan is the initial investment of $85,000 needed for a
crusher and baler, as well as the
cost of purchasing new, blue collection receptacles to go alongside
the borough's current green ones
used for trash. The landfill facility
is already equipped to accommodate a baler, once acquired.
If roadside pickup started, the

Borough services would collect
recyclables every other week.
“Eventually they hope to actually reverse that,” Blake
explained, picking up recyclables
weekly and garbage every alternate week. The idea is that
garbage output will eventually
decrease as more people participate in the recycling plan.
In addition to saving money by
reducing trash, the rates credited
back to the Borough's solid waste
disposal bill improve if recyclables are presorted. Committee
members agreed that the
Borough's waste workers would
be able to handle the task of sorting aluminum, glass, paper and
plastic.
“It would be easy to separate
aluminum; it would be easy to
separate plastic,” noted Assembly
member Mark Mitchell, also the
newest addition to the committee.
As a founding community of
the Southeast Alaska Solid Waste
Authority (SEASWA), Wrangell
entered into its current waste disposal agreement with Republic
Services July 1 last year. The
agreement is for five years and
automatically extends in five-year
increments afterward.
Petersburg launched its own
recycling program in February
and is still the only SEASWA
community to do so.
“We're already ahead of them,”
Blake pointed out. Wrangell
already has most of the equipment
necessary to collect and maneuver
recycled waste. In addition, grant
funds are currently available for a
baler.
“In the short term, the near
term, a smaller baler will work out
for us,” said Carol Rushmore,
Wrangell's
Economic
Development coordinator.
The new bins would not be too
much of an investment either, at a
cost of $50 to $85 per unit. Plus,
Republic would ship them for
free.
“That would come back to the
customer, having a reduced cost,”
member Marlene Clarke said of

the investment.
“It's looking promising, which
is
really
exciting,”
said
Rushmore.
A full PDF document of the
plan – complete with rates and
figures – can be found online, at
www.wrangell.com/sites/default/f
iles/meetingepackets/draft_recycling_plan.pdf.
The committee also was given a
run-down of development with
the local United States Forest
Service (USFS) office by Ranger
Bob Dalrymple.
“We had a good year,” he said.
The new fiscal cycle started Oct.
1.
Despite the Wrangell district
seeing steady downsizing over the
past decade, Dalrymple reported
that three new positions have
finally been added, and other
vacancies have been filled.
In recent news, USFS and
Alaska Department of Fish and
Game have been conducting bat
monitoring.
Interestingly enough, Wrangell
Island is a uniquely diverse home
to the flying mammals, hosting all
six varieties of bats native to
Alaska.
Though an advisory will be
forthcoming, he reported Alaska
Department of Fish and Game has
completed rabies testing on a
Keen's myotis bat found in
Wrangell in August, finding a
positive result. The Center for
Disease Control confirmed a sample last week.
As there had been no human
exposure to it at the time, the
specimen was put in queue for
testing.
The committee also discussed
the state of its waterfront master
plan. Corvus Design had won the
contract to design the plan and
will be delivering public presentations on its progress Dec. 2 and 4.
“It'll be a good group of folks,”
Rushmore said. The plan would
revitalize the waterfront area
stretching from the Marine
Service Center to the dock and
Stikine Inn.
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Fish Factor
Throughout history, arguments
over land and water usages have
run the gamut from tussles over
fences with next door neighbors
to shoot outs over inter-state grazing rights in the old west. But
when land and water rights pit
one country against another,
that’s when things really gets
tricky.
That is the situation in
Southeast Alaska, where residents find themselves downstream from several massive open
pit gold/copper mines being
developed in bordering British
Columbia. The mines are located
in the headwaters of some of
Southeast’s largest and most productive wild salmon rivers: the
Taku, Stikine, and Unuk.
Canada operates under different permitting and environmental
rules than the U.S. and currently,
no safeguards are in place to protect Alaska waters and fisheries
from chemical and heavy-metal
contaminants leaching from the
B.C. mines. Recall the Aug. 4
tailings dam breach at the Mt.
Polley mine, and it’s easy to
understand why Southeast residents are seeing red.
“Right now the U.S. and certainly Alaska have no say in how
these watersheds we share with
Canada are developed,” said
Heather Hardcastle, Transboundary Rivers Campaign
Director for Trout Unlimited, and
co-owner of Taku River Reds in
Juneau.
That is unacceptable to the

People of the Panhandle, who are
being urged to respond with the
power of their pens! Meetings are
scheduled this week in Juneau,
Sitka, Petersburg, Ketchikan and
Wrangell to inform people about
the threats being posed by the big
mines upriver, and to give them a
way to take action.
“And that is primarily by writing letters to our Congressional
Delegation and the State
Department, as well as urging law
makers, municipalities, advisory
committees, boards and commissions and businesses to send similar letters. “What we are asking
is for the U.S. State Department
to engage with Canada on this
matter, and activate the Boundary
Waters Treaty,” said Hardcastle
who has teamed with Salmon
Beyond Borders and the United
Tribal Transboundary Mining
Working Group in the grass roots
outreach efforts.
An
International
Joint
Commission (IJC) was created by
the Boundary Waters Treaty of
1909 to prevent and resolve transboundary water disputes between
Canada and the U.S.
“We feel that the best mechanism by which we can have a say
in the Taku, Stine and Unuk
watersheds is to have the IJC
activated and review these watersheds and the development that
Canada is proposing and constructing even as we speak,”
Hardcastle added.

by Laine Welch
Both the US and Canadian federal governments must “refer an
issue” to activate the joint commission.
“The first step is convincing
the U.S. State Department that
they should look at this matter,”
Hardcastle said, “and then to continue building ties across the border to similarly urge Canadians to
push for the same thing.”
Alaska’s
Congressional
Delegation has come out strongly
in support of the IJC oversight. Is
Canada receptive? The short
answer, she said, is no.
“When it comes to the
Canadian federal government and
the BC provincial government,
their agenda is mineral development,” Hardcastle said. “They
have not reached out to Alaskans
in any meaningful way.”
Be a seafood ambassador - A
call is out for fishermen who
want to be unofficial ambassadors for Alaska seafood.
“For several years we’ve felt
that some of our best spokespeople, the best brand advocates for
Alaska seafood are the people
most involved in the fisheries,”
said
Tyson
Fick,
Communications Director for the
Alaska Seafood Marketing
Institute in Juneau.
A big challenge, he added, is
how to stay connected with the
fishing fleet.
To make contact with fisher-

men, ASMI has launched a confidential on line data base. It asks
basic questions such as how long
you’ve fished in Alaska and in
what fisheries, if you use social
media – and if you’re willing to
do interviews and be a ‘face’ for
Alaska seafood.
“There’s a lot of times when
individual retailers or media outlets are looking for folks to talk
with who are involved in the
fisheries in Alaska, and this
offers a great tool to help fishermen get out there,” Fick said.
“So when we have press tours or
trade missions or events around
the state or the country, we have
this wealth of knowledge and
individuals to call on to advance
our Alaska brand and maximize
the value.”
Sign ups get a custom Alaska
Fisherman hat from the Aurora
Projekt. Find the data base at
www.fishermen.alaskaseafood.org
Annual salmon dip –
Wholesale prices for Alaska
salmon products were down nearly across the board this summer
compared to the same time last
year.
Every four months Alaska
processors provide price reports
to the Dept. of Revenue/Tax
Division on how much they sold
fresh or frozen salmon, fillets, roe
and canned products at wholesale
by Alaska region.
Here are some highlights on

sales from May through August:
By far most of Alaska’s salmon
pack goes out headed and gutted
(H&G) and frozen. Chinook
salmon in that form fetched $3.95
a pound, down from $4.51 last
summer. Sockeye at $3.14 was a
drop of $1.07 per pound. Cohos
wholesaled for $2.91, compared
to $3.60. The price for H&G
frozen pink salmon increased a
quarter to $1.28; chums saw the
biggest gain at $1.54, a 45-cent
increase.
All Alaska salmon prices
decreased for fresh fish during
the summer, with H&G sockeyes
averaging $4.43 per pound, down
66-cents from the same time last
year. Processors produced four
million pounds of fresh sockeye
fillets valued at $8.80 a pound, a
drop of 48 cents. Prices for fresh
coho fillets also declined to
$6.63, down $1.56. Likewise,
chum fillets at $2.19 were down
$1.19 a pound from last summer.
Likewise, wholesale prices for
Alaska salmon roe also declined
from May through August.
Sockeye roe at $5.72 was down
from $6.89 a pound. Pink roe at
$7.72 was a drop of 38 cents. The
biggest seller – chum roe - dipped
by $1.33 to $12.07 per pound.
Fall is an important sales period and wholesale seafood prices
are likely to reflect changes from
the summer. Find links to the
Alaska Salmon Price Reports at
www.alaskafishradio.com/
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Assembly hires lobbyist, makes appointments
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
Aside from the matter of the
Big Thorne timber sale (see
story on page 1) there was not
too much for the City and
Borough of Wrangell Assembly
to go over when it met for its
regularly-scheduled meeting
Tuesday evening at City Hall.
At City Manager Jeff
Jabusch's recommendation, the
Assembly agreed to hire for one
year the services of Ray
Matiashowski as its lobbyist in
Juneau for an annual fee of
$34,000.
“We solicited six different
lobbyists,” Jabusch told the

assembly. Two of the lobbyists
were unavailable, and of the
four
available,
he
felt
Matiashowski was the best qualified since he also represented
the interests of SEAPA,
Petersburg and Ketchikan in
Juneau.
“We think he has a good perspective of Southeast,” Jabusch
explained.
Members Julie Decker and
Becky Rooney have both
worked with Matiashowski in
the past.
“He is very tenacious and
he's really, really on the ball,”
Rooney commented.
Speaking on his ties with

other nearby communities,
Decker said “I think it could
lead to a good synergy for
Southeast communities.”
Jabusch said the Borough's
hiring of a lobbyist to represent
its interests in Washington D.C.
has so far been of great help in
identifying grant opportunities
and also in providing a strategy
addressing transboundary mining concerns.
“We think a state lobbyist
would do a similar thing,” he
said. “They get a pretty good
feel for what's going on.” In particular, he noted that tougher
times regarding the state budget
seem to be ahead and that keep-

ing a lobbyist in the capital
would be an asset.
After some discussion, the
Assembly voted to hire
Matiaschowski, 5-0.
Jabusch said he would
attempt to arrange having him
come
visit
before
the
Assembly's next scheduled
meeting to go over the
Borough's
capital
project
requests from the legislature for
fiscal year 2015-2016.
Mayor David Jack also made
several appointments, with
Assembly members Daniel
Blake and Stephen Prysunka
appointed to the Code Review
Committee and Southeast
Alaska Power Authority board,
respectively, and candidate Clay
Hammer also appointed to the
SEAPA board.
Three certificates of service
were also awarded in absentia to
Kipha Valvoda for his service on
the Planning and Zoning
Commission since 2012; Rudy
Briskar, for serving on the
Economic
Development
Committee since last year; and
Peter Helgeson, for his service
on Nolan Museum/Civic Center
Board since 2008.
Commenting on a special
presentation on transboundary
mining issues made to the
Assembly earlier that afternoon,
Stephen Prysunka expressed his

surprise at what he'd learned.
“I was a bit floored by the
scale of the operations,” he told
other members on the Assembly.
A video showing the actual
August breach of the Mount
Polley mine's tailing pond dam
was also shown during the presentation.
“It was absolutely terrifying,” Prysunka said.
Assembly member Daniel
Blake agreed, adding similar
videos can be found on
YouTube. “They're horrendous,”
he said.
Prysunka said the presenters,
representing groups like Salmon
Beyond Borders and United
Tribal Transboundary Mining
Work Group spearheading opposition to the sizable acid-generating mines along shared waters,
had taken a look of the letter
Wrangell's Assembly had drafted and sent earlier this month.
“They were very impressed,”
he commented.
In his manager's report,
Jabusch also said workers
improving Cassiar Street have
reached a stalling point with the
arrival of rain.
“They're ready to start pouring the street,” he said, though a
spot of good weather is needed
to allow them to finish asphalt
work. He said it would need five
or six days to accomplish.

Comics

Puzzle answers on page 10
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Classified/Legals
ANNOUNCEMENTS
CLOUD NINE INTERIORS:
Custom shades and blinds.
Authorized Hunter Douglas
Dealer.
Free
Estimates.
Professional
installation.
Serving Wrangell for 30 years.
470-4009……4x10-30b22
WRANGELL
PUBLIC
SCHOOLS is accepting applications for the following extra-curricular positions for the 20142015 school year: Middle School
Volleyball Assistant Coach,
Business
Professionals
of
America (BPA) Advisor, Family,
Career & Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) Advisor,
Softball Head and Assistant
Coach. For a complete job
description, application and
more information, please contact
the district office at 874-2347.
Positions: open until filled. It is
Wrangell
Public
School
District’s policy to not discriminate on the basis of age, race,
color, national origin, sex or disability……1x10-30b85

BOATS AND MARINE
IFQ’S AND FISHING PERMITS, Alaskan Quota and
Permits, 907-772-4000, 1-888347-4437……tfn1-3b15
FOR RENT
PRIME DOWNTOWN COMMERCIAL office space for rent
in Kadin Building. Call Shirley
at 874-3129…….tfn2-27b14
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Big Thorne
Continued from page 1
“How can you justify sending
this man money?” Todd asked
the Assembly.
Also Todd felt the proportion
of logs being processed in the
region would be insufficient to
support local industry.
“Jobs go out with these minimally-processed logs,” he said.
“We should be working to support small, local mills.”
In a letter he had also submitted to the Assembly, Todd advocated a more creative approach
to revitalizing the timber industry, rejecting short-term goals
that
minimally-processed,
export-driven, clear-cut sales

might represent in favor of more
selectively-scaled and sustainable harvests, which could also
foster a local processing and
crafting industry.
Resident Marlene Clarke was
in agreement, opposing the city
using public funds to support
private enterprise in this manner.
“I think Steven was very concise in his comments,” she said.
“I don't think we have any business intervening.”
In her opinion, timber going
out “in the round” represented
lost Alaska jobs and a missed
opportunity to support local
mills and craftsmen.
Discussing
the
item,
Assembly members were divided on what level of support
would be appropriate. Talk
steered toward filing an amicus,
or friend of the court, brief
instead of intervening. This
would not give the Borough any
say in a settlement, but would
allow it to present its opinion in
the case.
However, the Assembly was
generally in agreement that some
action on behalf of the sale be
taken.
“I think we're better off to cut
than not to cut,” said Mark
Mitchell. Regardless of the proportion of timber being exported
or else worked locally, he reasoned it was important to support
what industry remained. And
with the Borough potentially
looking at a sale of its own, he
felt it would be important to
stand with Craig and other communities.
“Next time they'll stand
behind us,” he said.
Admitting she is not herself
an expert on timber, Julie Decker
reasoned that USFS has considered these concerns for around
five years in devising the sale.
“When it takes that amount of
time I'm fairly confident they're
doing a very thorough job,” she
said. Decker also agreed it would
be better to support local industry
than it would be to not be
involved.
“What's left of the industry is
quite small at this time,” she said.
An amicus brief would also
come at a cost, with the retainer
paid to the city's attorney not
covering work to put together
and file such a document. But
making a motion to explore that
route, Daniel Blake said he
would rather money be paid to
the Borough's attorney than elsewhere.

The Assembly voted unanimously to look into drafting and
filing its own amicus brief in
support of the sale, as opposed to
submitting one in association
with other parties.
When the Assembly returned
at its regular meeting on
Tuesday, Blake pointed out that
he had found out an amicus brief
would cost as much or more than
an intervention would to submit.
Talking to the attorneys
involved, Borough Manager Jeff
Jabusch said he'd learned the
joint intervention might have
already been submitted on
Monday or Tuesday, but he
could not determine whether it
was true. If so, Wrangell might
have to file its own amendment
to participate.
“I really think we need to
make an attempt,” Mitchell stated.
Addressing Todd's comments
at the previous week's special
meeting, Decker felt it necessary
to defend Clark's reputation. She
said the charges against him had
been politically motivated.
“I've worked with Jim Clark
in the past,” Decker said, adding
that he was an honest person.
Further, Decker said she had
contacted Viking Lumber and
inquired what proportion of the
timber would be subject to
export. For the first offering of
95 million board feet, 38 percent
of spruce and hemlock and all of
the yellow cedar could be
exported. The spruce accounted
for about 56 million board feet
and hemlock 23.6 million,
according to the company.
The minimum amount of
work that could be done on the
logs processed by Viking would
be sawn on four sides to make
cants, after which the timber
could be further processed down
south. That in mind, she
expressed support for intervention in the suits.
Prysunka was the lone dissenter on the Assembly, voting
against
intervening.
He
expressed the opinion that the
$5,000 was being spent unnecessarily, as all intervenors would
be considered as one.
“How different is our perspective?” he asked.
Along with Mayor David
Jack, the Assembly voted in
favor of the action 5-1. Jabusch
will make inquiries as to whether
Wrangell is too late to join in as
an intervenor, or if it will have to
do so on its own.
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Measuring up next week's ballot
By DAN RUDY
Sentinel writer
After Nov. 4 the last of
the political adverts will
finally hibernate for the
year, marking the end of a
particularly
clamorous
electoral season.
But before Alaska voters
cross that final hurdle and
head to the polls, they
should be aware of three
measures awaiting them at
the ballot.
Ballot Measure 2 –
Allowing
marijuana
legalization and regulation
If enacted, this bill
would tax and regulate the
production, sale, and use
of marijuana in Alaska,
making its use legal for
persons aged 21 or older,
as is currently done with
alcohol. A person would
then be allowed to possess,
use, show, buy, transport or
grow set amounts of the
plant, with growing subject to certain restrictions.
Public use would be
banned, and the bill would
not require an employer to
allow its possession or use
on private property.
The bill would require
the Alaska Alcoholic
Beverage Control (ABC) Board
to implement parts of the bill but
would also let the Legislature
create a Marijuana Control
Board to assume these duties.
The bill would also require the
ABC Board to adopt regulations
governing
marijuana-related
entities, and would create procedures for registering a marijuana-related entity.
The bill would allow local
governments to choose to prohibit or restrict the operation of
marijuana-related entities in
their locality, either by enacting
an ordinance or through voter
initiative. The bill would not
supersede laws prohibiting driving under the influence of marijuana, nor would it prohibit
schools, correctional facilities,
hospitals, private persons or entities from restricting marijuana
usage on their property.
The bill does not intend to
limit the state’s existing medical
marijuana laws.
The bill would impose an
excise tax proportionate to $50
per ounce on the sale or transfer
of marijuana from a cultivation
facility to a retail store or marijuana product manufacturing
facility. The marijuana cultivation facility would pay the tax
and send monthly tax statements
to the Department of Revenue.
The Department of Revenue
could exempt certain parts of the
marijuana plant from the tax. It
could also establish a lower tax
rate for certain parts of the plant.
If passed, the law would make
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Stocking shelves for those rainy days
Parents and students crowd around tables packed with books at Evergreen Elementary's annual book fair Friday night. “It was
probably one of our bigger sales,” said the school's principal, Deidre Jenson. Though primarily aimed at school-age readers, there
was a bit of something for everybody, with more adult selections such as cookbooks and novels available. Wrangell High School's
Close Up program held its big bake sale as well, raising money to send students in the program to Washington D.C. next spring.

Alaska the third state in the
United States to legalize and regulate the drug. Colorado and
Washington voters both passed
similar bills in 2012. Previous
attempts to pass such a ballot
measure failed twice in Alaska in
1990 and 2004.
The eight-page measure can
be
found
online
at
http://goo.gl/jYVrJx.
Ballot Measure 3 – Raising
the state's minimum wage
If enacted, this bill would raise
Alaska’s minimum wage from
$7.75 per hour to $8.75 per hour
beginning at the new calendar
year, and increasing to $9.75 per
hour by January 1, 2016. The
rate would also be adjusted
annually for inflation.
Also under the bill, the state's
adjusted minimum wage will be
no less than one dollar over the
federal minimum wage at any
given time. Tips or gratuities
would not count toward the minimum wage.
Supporters of the bill say it
would raise the quality of life for
low income workers, effect
increases in the cost of living,
improve the relationship of the
Alaska minimum wage to the
federal poverty level and the that
in other states.
In 2002 a similar measure was
on the ballot, but the Legislature
preemptively passed a law raising the minimum wage from
$5.65 to $7.15, undercutting a
turnout for the measure.

Because the law was passed
by the Legislature and not
through initiative, lawmakers in
Juneau were able to simply
repeal the cost of living adjustment provision at their next session in 2003. Had they not done
so, Alaska's minimum wage
would currently be set at $9.53
an hour, according to calculations made at www.alaskaneedsaraise.org.
A similar attempt to pass a
minimum wage increase in
Juneau prior to the measure was
narrowly passed by the Alaska
House majority in April. HB 384
would raise the minimum wage
to $9 and then $10 over the next
two years. At the moment, it has
been referred to the Senate
Finance Committee.
Ballot
Measure
4
–
Protecting fisheries from mining development in Bristol Bay

Not dissimilar from concerns
Southeast Alaskans currently
face with Canadian mines being
developed upstream of their
shared, salmon-rich rivers, the
“Bristol Bay Forever” measure
would require the State
Legislature to approve future
large-scale metallic sulfide
mines in the Bristol Bay
Fisheries Reserve (BBFR) by
passing a law.
The resulting law would have
to find that any proposed mine
would not endanger the BBFR
fishery, and approval would have
to include other required permits
and authorizations already in
place. It would only apply to
large-scale metallic sulfide
mines that lack all required permits, licenses or approvals
before the bill’s effective date.
The bill defines “large-scale” as
640 or more acres of land.
The main project at issue is the

Pebble Mine, a proposed development encompassing over 20
square miles (76,800 acres) of
state land near headwaters of the
Kvichak and Nushagak Rivers,
which feed into Bristol Bay. As
currently envisioned, Pebble
would be one of the largest gold,
copper and molybdenum mines
in the world.
The initiative's supporters say
the project's scale, geology and
potential impact on Southwest
Alaska's largest fishery necessitates greater public input than is
currently in place. Mining
groups like the Alaska Miners
Association criticize the measure, saying it would politicize
projects and cause unnecessary
delays.
Polls are open next Tuesday at
the Nolan Center from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m. Early voting at City Hall
is also available on weekdays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

