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tenures
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Klemtu Fish Farm Harvest in the Jackson Pass. After 2022, all fish farms in B.C. will be required to obtain First Nations
consent to get their provincial tenures renewed for for new tenure applications. K I M S T A L L K N E C H T /
VANCOUVER SUN
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(http://vancouversun.com/news/politics/ b-c-governmenthttp://vancouversun.com/news/politics/b-c-government-widely-criticized-for-four-year-delay-on-fish-farm-tenures

1/7

6/26/2018

B.C. NDP widely criticized for four-year delay on fish farm tenures | Vancouver Sun

sets-new-2022-deadline-on-coastal-ﬁsh-farms) to let

coastal ﬁsh farms operate for the next four years
while companies consult with local First Nations.
Environmental groups said they support the NDP’s criticism of open-pen fish
farms and a new requirement for Aboriginal consent, but the 2022 deadline is
too far off and threatens to further endanger coastal salmon with the risk of
disease.
Alexandra Morton, a longtime critic of open-pen fish farms, said she was
disgusted the government refused to cancel outright 20 tenures in the
Broughton Archipelago that were up for renewal on Wednesday.
“That’s what’s so disappointing about this government, they are chickens,” said
Morton. “They are weak.”
Morton said the government had all the evidence it needed, including clear
opposition from First Nations in the archipelago, to simply act. Instead, she
said, it kicked the issue down the road until after the next scheduled provincial
election in 2021 (or earlier depending on Premier John Horgan’s minority
government).
“They are not going be here in four years,” said Morton. “Nobody is going to
hear this little squeak from the NDP. Nobody is going to respect it.
“They literally used it as ransom for us to vote for them again. Four years, that’s
eight generations of salmon coming and going that are going to be exposed to
these viruses, to these sea lice which are still out of control and they did
absolutely nothing to protect these fish.”
Agriculture Minister Lana Popham, however, said B.C.’s new rules “clarify
government’s expectations” of fish farms.
“We have thousands and thousand of jobs that depend on a healthy ecosystem
including wild salmon,” she said. “As far as jobs related to the fish farm industry,
we feel this four-year transition will allow us time and allow industry to look at
how that situation will play out.”
The deadline will also encourage the companies to research technology for
closed-containment land-based fish farms, said Popham. The industry has said
moving to land is not financially feasible.
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By 2022, all coastal fish farms that want a new or renewed B.C. tenure will
need approval from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and an agreement
with First Nations in whose territory they operate.
A Fisheries Department licence is already required because Ottawa has
jurisdiction over the ocean and fish, while B.C.’s tenures only authorize the net
anchors on the sea floor. Popham said she believes there’s a “renewed sense
of interest” from Fisheries on making sure its decisions focus on wild salmon
health.
“We understand the concerns that British Columbians have around
aquaculture,” said Vincent Hughes, a Fisheries representative. “Canadians
rightly expect aquaculture practices and technology that minimize impacts on
the environment and wild salmon.”
Popham insisted “there is no veto” for First Nations on fish farms, despite the
new requirement that fish farm companies obtain local Aboriginal consent.
She offered no clarification on what constitutes First Nations consent in
situations where multiple nations have overlapping or competing claims in an
area, or where elected band councils have different views than hereditary
elders.
That approach is bound to lead to disputes among First Nations, because treaty
claims and interests can overlap not only on the land where a fish farm is
located but also throughout the larger rivers and oceans where fish lay eggs,
spawn, migrate and live, said Green MLA Adam Olsen.
“It’s the same old kind of divide and conquer,” said Olsen, who added he’s
disappointed in the government strategy. “It’s going to turn First Nations against
each other.”
The concern was shared by the Nanwakolas Council, which represents six
coastal nations on northern Vancouver Island and the southern Central Coast.
There’s already differing views by nation members, including two nations that
have fish farm agreements, some that are unsure and others that are opposed,
said board president Dallas Smith.
“That’s one of the biggest problems with how they’ve done this, is they’ve said
it’s your problem, figure it out,” said Smith. “While we don’t expect them to be
referee, we expect them to help facilitate a solution.”
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The 20 fish farm tenures in the Broughton Archipelago are held by Marine
Harvest Canada, Grieg Seafood and Cermaq Canada.
“We were not asked for our opinion before this policy was developed nor were
we asked for our feedback on the impacts to our business,” Marine Harvest
Canada managing director Vincent Erenst said in a statement.
“In the Broughton, given the position of First Nations, this policy change may
have a significant impact on coastal communities, we (will) do everything we
can to make sure that’s not the case.”
The fish farm policy destabilizes investment in B.C. because it creates
uncertainty over whether the NDP government might change approval rules for
some of the other 60,000 tenure holders on Crown land in sectors such as
forestry, mining, oil and gas, and recreational tourism, said B.C. Business
Council president Greg D’Avignon.
“Effectively, it’s a death knell for the industry,” D’Avignon said of fish farming.
That will in turn have an economic impact on thousands of direct and indirect
jobs, from processing plants, to truckers, restaurants, post-secondary trades
programs, hotels, and other local businesses, he said.
Georgia Strait Alliance executive director Christianne Wilhelmson said it’s about
time the open-pen coastal fish farm sector is shut down to protect wild salmon.
“I do think this is the beginning of the end of this industry,” she said. “This is the
first time the provincial government has come out and not been wholly
supportive of it and said there are some deep concerns.”
But Wilhelmson also criticized the four-year wait. “It’s a long time, and that’s
probably the biggest red flag for us,” she said. “It’s clear the provincial
government wanted to put certain things in the hands of the First Nations, but
didn’t want to boldly make the decision themselves. They have, in some ways,
punted it to the federal government.”
The David Suzuki Foundation and Watershed Watch Salmon Society also
criticized the wait.
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