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B.C. issues request for proposal to clean
up acidic Tulsequah Chief mine
Underground copper mine that operated in the 1950s has faced criticism from First Nations, environmentalists
and the Alaskan government.
GORDON HOEKSTRA (HTTPS://VANCOUVERSUN.COM/AUTHOR/GORDHOEKSTRASUN)
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Photo of a filtration pond at the Tulsequah Chief mine in a report by the B.C. inspector of mines. According to the report, the left side of the
pond demonstrates inadequate freeboard to the road and river. In the top and centre background you can see where the pond overflows onto
the roadway. G O V E R N M E N T O F B . C . / P N G

The B.C. government has taken a preliminary step to clean up the
bankrupt Tulsequah Chief copper mine that has leaked acid-laced
run-off for decades.
Last month, the B.C. government put out a request for proposal to remediate the mine, located
in the extreme northwest corner of the province near the Alaskan border. The deadline for
proposals was Nov. 29.
The request was issued after remediation plans put forward by Chieftain Metals’ primary
secured creditor, West Face Capital, did not satisfy the B.C. Ministry of Mines.
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If a cleanup proposal is chosen, a final report that includes site-hazard assessment,
remediation methods, closure steps and costs is due by Sep. 30, 2019.
The acid run-off from the mine into the Taku River has been a long-standing sore point
(https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/conservationists-call-on-new-b-c-govt-to-act-on-tulsequahchief-mine-cleanup) for B.C. and Alaskan First Nations and environmentalists, and the Alaskan

government.
“The B.C. government has taken a first step, but there’s still a lot that has to happen before the
mine gets cleaned up,” Chris Zimmer, Alaska campaign director for Rivers Without Borders,
said.
B.C. Ministry of Mines spokesman David Haslam said in a written statement that the province is
participating in receivership court proceedings (https://vancouversun.com/business/localbusiness/tulsequah-chief-owner-pushed-into-receivership-environmental-issues-remain) in Ontario

with the objective of bringing a timely resolution to the ownership, responsibility, and liability for
the mine property.
“The province remains committed to resolving the ongoing contamination and remediation
concerns at the site, and holding all owners, both past and present accountable for remediation
and reclamation,” said Haslam.
There are no up-to-date estimates on how much it would cost to clean up the mine.
An earlier reclamation and closure estimate for an operating mine — from Chieftain Metal’s
2013 feasibility study — came in at $13.8 million, according to Rivers Without Borders.
A reclamation bond of $1.18 million has been put up, according to B.C. government information.
This fall, the Douglas Indian Association, the Taku River Tlingit First Nation and the Governor of
Alaska wrote letters to the B.C. government calling for the closure and immediate cleanup of
the mine site.
On Oct. 31, Alaska Governor Bill Walker wrote to (https://s3-us-west2.amazonaws.com/ktoo/2018/11/10.31.18-John-Horgan-Ltr.pdf) B.C. Premier John Horgan: “I again

encourage the province to do everything you can to expeditiously gain control of the Tulsequah
mine site, stop the unpermitted discharges, and fully remediate the site.”
The Horgan NDP government took power in B.C. in 2017 after 16 years of B.C. Liberal rule. The
Liberal government had acknowledged that cleanup was needed at Tulsequah Chief but was
looking for an industry solution, where a company would buy the mine, operate it and remediate
the site.
The Tulsequah Chief underground mine operated from 1951 to 1957. It was purchased in 1987 by
Redfern Resources, which did exploration work and eventually received authority for limited
construction activities. After Redfern went into bankruptcy, it was taken over in 2010 by
Chieftain Metals, which itself went into receivership in the fall of 2016.
The court-appointed receiver Grant Thornton is trying to find a buyer for the company or its
assets, which include the Tulsequah Chief mine site, but it’s unclear if there will be any takers.
Chieftain still holds a permit to build the first phase of a mining operation at Tulsequah Chief,
including water treatment of the acid-rock drainage. Chieftain did build a water-treatment plant
as part of its development, but the facility only operated briefly due to its cost.
An inspection in 2016 by the Ministry of Environment found the Tulsequah Chief “in noncompliance” with its permit because of acid-rock drainage.
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All hail the zipper merge: How
Canadian politeness is killing the
eﬃciency of our highways
Canada's stubborn refusal to merge
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amazingly — slower. In some of the
better-driving parts of the world,…

‹ Previous

Next ›

This Week's Flyers

Hover for Flyer

Hover for Flyer

Hover for Flyer

Hover for Flyer
Powered by

Comments
We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed to maintaining a lively but civil
forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks, and please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you
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Steve Grant
Just how is it that after many decades of doing so, people who run mining
companies are still free to slip away and leave the public to foot the bill to
clean up behind them?
Like · Reply · 3w

Augustus Tiberius Smith
Well, there you go: the first nations and environmental groups can put
together a bid with their expertise and work experience - very rewarding
project...
Like · Reply · 3w
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