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First Nations ﬁsh farm deal sets the table
for aquaculture expansion
The deal announced Friday comes after months of talks between the government, First Nations and the
aquaculture industry.
RANDY SHORE (HTTPS://VANCOUVERSUN.COM/AUTHOR/RANDYSHORE)
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File photo of the Marine Harvest Salmon Farm at Doctor Islets in the Broughton Archipelago.
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An agreement between three B.C. First Nations and the provincial
government will see the closure of at least 10 of the 17 oceanbased salmon farms in the Broughton Archipelago by the end of
2022.
The move is intended to create a “farm-free migration corridor” for wild salmon through the
waters off the northeast coast of Vancouver Island (https://domain.com/tag/vancouver-island) .
Ten farms will be phased out during the next three years under the supervision of a First
Nations-led monitoring program. Several of those farms will be decommissioned immediately.
The seven remaining farms will close unless fish farming firms can come to an agreement with
the Kwikwasut’inuxw Haxwa’mis, ‘Namgis and Mamalilikulla First Nations and maintain licenses
from Fisheries and Oceans Canada.
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In announcing the plan, Premier John Horgan left the door open to increasing fish farm
production in B.C. waters under the right conditions, which was echoed by federal Fisheries
Minister Jonathan Wilkinson.
“We want to know as investors and shareholders that there is certainty in a province, in a
country, in a community, to do business,” said Horgan.
The agreement requires that fish farmers put more production in the water only with the
agreement of Indigenous communities, he said.
“Companies that want to grow now have a path forward because of the work that has been
done by the people in this room today, and those that have worked so tirelessly to find
reconciliation on a very contentious issue over many decades,” he said.
“The companies are here to stay. Indigenous communities are prepared to work with them to
find a path forward. So we are celebrating that path today.”
While the area’s farms support about 600 jobs, Marine Harvest said the closures will not result
in lost jobs and that production would be shifted to other existing and future fish farm tenures.
Marine Harvest will seek new fish farm locations “where there is First Nations interest and
consent.”
Cermaq is currently testing an ocean-based semi-closed containment farm design that seeks to
address concerns about sea lice infestations that are known to affect migrating juvenile salmon.
The company has plans to test the design in B.C.
“This plan prioritizes wild salmon populations, as it should,” said Cermaq managing director
David Kiemele. “It also recognizes the important economic role that salmon farming plays in the
region.”
The impact of climate change on natural systems and B.C. salmon species means people will
need to make different choices about what they eat, he said.
“Salmon farming has one of the smallest carbon footprints of any protein farming method, but
more importantly, farming the ocean will be essential,” Kiemele said. “The pressures and
challenges affecting our wild salmon populations are complex, but we believe wholeheartedly
that we are part of the solution.”
The three First Nations had demanded the removal of salmon farms placed in their traditional
territories, and protesters occupied Marine Harvest farms at Midsummer Island and Swanson
Island last summer and fall.
They were ordered to leave by the courts, but their activism earned them a visit from Horgan
(https://vancouversun.com/tag/john-horgan) and Agriculture Minister Lana Popham and a

commitment to consultation.
Those talks between the First Nations, the province and industry resulted in the “orderly
transition plan” announced Friday.
Working through the needs and concerns of all parties resulted in “a process that respects
everybody,” said Chief Bob Chamberlin, chair of the steering committee. “That’s going to be the
way we drive change in this country.”
“We needed to strike a balance between the needs of industry and the needs of our people and I
believe we have done that,” he said.
The David Suzuki Foundation applauded the agreement in a statement.
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“We’re very pleased to see the province of B.C. acknowledge the vital role First Nations must
play in governing their traditional, unceded territories,” said director-general for western
Canada, Jay Ritchlin. “We look forward to this new arrangement leading to reduced risks and
harms to wild salmon.”
Wilkinson earlier this week announced plans for a new aquaculture act to ensure the
environmental sustainability of the industry, along with a study of land- and sea-based closedcontainment technology.
The federal government and the provinces will harmonize the process for approving new
aquaculture sites and Fisheries and Oceans will take an area-based approach that takes into
account protection of wild salmon, local and First Nations communities, he said.
The federal government believes Canada’s aquaculture industry has the potential to nearly
double production from 200,565 tonnes in 2016 to 381,900 tonnes in 2028 to meet rising
demand.
Hear the entire press conference
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Press conference on a plan to phase out fish farms in Broughton Archipelago with Premier John
Horgan, Agriculture Minister Lana Popham and Chief Bob Chamberlin.
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Sabra Woodworth
Hoping Chief Chamberlin's comment re First Nations having oversight
includes oversight of health testing and ability to order testing for pathogens
on the farms.
Have to keep this incredible monitoring of tagged Chilko salmon on the radar,
watching them disappear as they pass the salmon farms in the Broughton:
Chilko Lake sockeye smolt migration 2012 -- tagged fish on their outward
journey.
https://vimeo.com/57955523 More info at https://vimeo.com/kintama
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Bob Mcphie
FN's be wary. The aquaculture business is primarily about selling fish, not
sustaining wild salmon. Your agreements with these companies will mean
nothing when you have no wild salmon to catch, and they slowly push you
out of the financial equation, which I believe will happen if you get cozy with
them. Instead, keep pushing them out.
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Arjun Prajapati
i have acquired $18234 in one month by way of working online from
domestic. i am very happy thay i found this activity and now i am
capable of earn more dollars online that is better than my regular
office task GOd. every person can get this activity and earn more
income online through simply comply with this hyperlink and
commands there to get started out
>>>>>>> www.jobs63.comᴵᴵᴵᴵ
Like · Reply · 1w · Edited

Paul Watson
The situation for the salmon and the Orcas is desperate. These farms need
to be shut down now but at least we know they will now be shut down but
with politics anything can change and it usually changes in fsvor of the
nature destroyers.
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Anita Michelle Lautsch
I personally feel that ALL fish farms should be removed immediately
from the B.C. coast. I applaud this decision that was reached, but I
do not like the fact that new fish farms could be introduced in
different locations along our coast. Land based fish farming is the
ONLY WAY TO DEAL WITH THIS. Our endangered Southern
Resident Killer Whales need many more wild Chinook salmon to eat
if they are to survive.
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Dave Scribner
They aren't getting rid of the fish farms they are only letting the
https://vancouversun.com/news/local-news/broughton-area-first-nations-reach-deal-with-b-c-government-on-fish-farms
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They aren t getting rid of the fish farms, they are only letting the
ones the FNs run stay.
Either everyone or no one should be able to run the fish farms looks
like reverse discrimination
Like · Reply · 1w

Alisha Colleen Souch
Minister Wilkinson is in court against Alex Morton and the Namgis tribe of
Alert Bay defending this industry putting diseased Atlantic salmon smolts into
our waters. I found it very interesting that he was there standing by the very
leaders of the Namgis tribe he is in court against pretending to be working
with them. Could he be trusted??
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John Harry
fish farming is the only alternative to stop plundering the oceans, fresh water
farming produces terrible products, tasteless and mushy fish .! the
Norwegian are experts in this field and they are quite conscious of their
environment, why can't we achieve the same ?
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Brian Mack McKinlay
There is NO right way to do the wrong thing. Ocean based salmon farms
bring diseases and parasites to wild fish stocks. It's always been that way.
Norwegian salmon farmers are all about their God which is Money. It's about
profiting at any cost. Our BC coast and rivers have had epic salmon runs
until these eco-terrorists showed up. Their industry has caused tremendous
harm to our economy, our food security and our way of life.
Don't tell us "the farms are here to stay". That is betrayal to every British
Columbian and First Nations peoples.
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Martin Schneider
Just get rid of the dam open water farms period there is no way to make
them safe . Land based or closed systems are the pnly way to protect our
wild salmon
Like · Reply · 1w

Bryan Hebden
FN are all about the MONEY. They will permit fish farms in isolated areas
away from eyes on the problem. Horgan is an idot.
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Ken Staniforth
Just an aside here. Raised on a farm until I moved to this wonderland, some
40+ years ago. Farmers can plant lots of things. Why does it have to be
Atlantic Salmon ? How about West Coast Sea Bass. Retails for as much or
more than Atlantic Salmon . I could name more West Coast fish. but catch
my drift here. Why can't they farm local waters fish. Then, .... if the net
breaks it is not going to be a biological disaster. Logical to me. >>> Hahaha
Like · Reply · 1w

Nicole Gervais
It is all too easy for Cermaq and Marine Harvest, with all their money and
'skewed information' to make deals with specific First Nations bands. We
must remember that what is allowed to happen in a specific inlet or channel
always has far-ranging effects on the larger wild salmon population and
herring stocks, as well as on killer whales and all other live beings and
components of the ecosystem.
Like · Reply · 1w
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