OTTAWA - A delegation from Alaska says it is time to enforce the century-old Boundary Waters Treaty
between Canada and the United States when it comes to northern British Columbia mining activity.
The group is in Ottawa this week seeking to enlist federal help in stopping B.C. copper and gold mines
from polluting the headwaters of key salmon rivers that flow from Canada into Alaska.
They're also pushing the U.S. State Department to refer the matter to the International Joint Commission,
which was created under the 1909 Boundary Waters Treaty to help resolve disputes along internationally
shared waters.
Frederick Otilius Olsen, an indigenous tribal vice-president from Kasaan, Alaska, says the catastrophic
failure of the Mount Polley mine tailings dam in 2014 was a "huge wake-up call" that galvanized concerns
over what he sees as British Columbia's lax mining regulations.

Olsen heads an organization of 15 federally recognized tribes in southeast Alaska who have banded
together to demand a say in resource decisions that affect their lives, and to reach out to B.C. First Nations
in the common cause of saving the environment.
The Alaska group is meeting members of Parliament in Ottawa and has a sit-down on Friday with Bruce
Heyman, the U.S. ambassador to Canada, but won't meet Prime Minister Justin Trudeau — who just
happened to be in Burnaby on Thursday meeting with B.C. Premier Christy Clark.
The group has arranged a meeting with officials at Global Affairs Canada and with Vancouver MP Pam
Goldsmith-Jones, the minister's parliamentary secretary.
Heather Hardcastle of Juneau-based group Salmon Beyond Borders says the group is "still incredulous"
that B.C. has permitted another, larger open pit copper and gold mine to be opened by Imperial Metals,
the same company that owns the Mount Polley mine, using much the same technology.
Bill Bennett, the B.C. minister for energy and mines, said in an emailed statement Thursday that he
appreciates Alaska's concerns "given the scope and scale of the Mount Polley incident."
"We want to be good neighbours and we understand and share the concerns raised by Alaskans," said
Bennett.
But Bennett said the International Joint Commission only needs to be called in if the province and state
"cannot work through these types of issues themselves."
And he pointed to last November's memorandum of understanding signed by the B.C. premier and Alaska
Gov. Bill Walker that "formalizes our mutual commitment to protect and enhance our shared
environment, including transboundary rivers, watersheds and fisheries."
A spokesman for Global Affairs Canada noted the federal government has committed to review the
current environmental review process. John Babcock said in an email that Alaska and the U.S.
government have been involved in B.C. project assessments "for some time" and that involving the joint
commission now would be premature.
"We are encouraged by the MOU between B.C. and Alaska on environmental co-operation and would like
to see how this progresses in addressing concerns in the region before looking at other options," wrote
Babcock.
Last month, British Columbia's auditor general issued a damning "Audit of Compliance and Enforcement
in the Mining Sector" that found "almost all of the expectations for a robust compliance and enforcement
program were not met."
Hardcastle said there are at least 10 metals mines on the drawing board in B.C. that could impact three
key, transboundary salmon rivers: the Taku, Stikine and Unuk. United States federal non-development
designations protect the American sides of these rivers due to their economic and cultural importance.
"We're not opposed outright to mines," said Hardcastle, whose family runs Taku River Reds, which sells
salmon across the U.S.
"What we're advocating for, at the very least, is a seat at the table for the U.S. and for tribal and
indigenous governments, with Canada, to decide what we want these shared rivers to look like generations
from now."

The group visited officials in Washington right after Trudeau's state visit in March, and said they found
some "very passionate folks" at federal agencies with a sympathetic ear.
Jill Weitz, the campaign manager, said officials told her that proposed language on the "Alaska-British
Columbia transboundary region" was kept out of the joint statement on Arctic Leadership, Energy and
Climate Change signed by President Barack Obama and Trudeau.
The group was told they needed to get to Ottawa directly, and now they have been given a meeting with
the U.S. ambassador that they'd been seeking for the past two years.
"We want to bring the message to (Heyman) that this is an international problem, it demands an
international solution," said Weitz.
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